Rare occurrence of colorectal cancer metastasis in livers infected with hepatitis B or C virus.
The rarity of the occurrence of metastatic malignancy in injured liver has been noted by many observers. However, since the clinicopathological features of primary carcinoma and the etiology of liver disease of these patients vary greatly, this phenomenon may not be universal. We evaluated the relationship between either hepatitis B virus (HBV) or hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection and the incidence of colorectal liver metastasis in 438 patients undergoing surgical treatment for advanced colorectal carcinoma. The liver function of the patients in the infection group (n = 37) was significantly worse than that of those in the noninfection group (n = 401). The incidences of tumor recurrence in the lung or peritoneum were comparable between the two groups. However, the percentage of patients with liver metastases in the infection group (3 of 37, 8.1%) was significantly lower (P <0.05) than that of those in the noninfection group (85 of 401, 21.2%). The patients in the infection group tended to survive longer than the patients in the noninfection group. We herein report an initial finding that colorectal carcinoma rarely metastasizes to livers infected with HBV or HCV.